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EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

How many people do you know that use their paid time 
off for volunteering? In 2019, Three dedicated over 40 
hours of his time to volunteering for United Way events.

Three volunteers with youth of all ages across the 
county and participates at many United Way event. 
He arrives early, stays late, and supports whenever he 
may be needed. And he does it all with a smile. He has 
planted flowers, built sandboxes, painted buildings, 
and dug holes at United Way’s school beautification 
projects. He read to preschoolers at Read Across 

Alcide “Three” Guillory III

America; filled backpacks with new school supplies for 
the students in need during Stuff the Bus school supply 
drive; and distributed programs and lanyards at the 
Pebble Beach Concours D' Elegance event. 

Three goes above & beyond and decorates his 
volunteerism with creativity. At the 2019 Read Across 
America event when he read to preschoolers, he 
handmade Dr. Seuss puppets to use to act out the 
characters in the books. Now that’s innovative. 

Three is committed to United Way at every event, often 
recruiting others to join him, and volunteers throughout 
Monterey County from Pebble Beach to South County.



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) improves 
the lives of children in the foster care system by pairing 
them with trained volunteers who advocate for them 
and stand by their side. The mission of CASA is to train 
and support community volunteers who advocate for 
abused or neglected children placed in foster care, 
upholding the children’s rights while pursuing a safe 
and permanent home.

CASA Volunteers

Foster youth face significant challenges: however, with a 
CASA volunteer by their side, it has been demonstrated 
that the child will experience improved health, education, 
well-being, and stability. Studies show that on average, 
children with a CASA volunteer exit the foster care 
system 7.5 months quicker than those children who were 
not appointed a CASA volunteer.

In 2019, there were more than 400 children and youth 
placed in Monterey County foster care system due to 
abuse and neglect. More than 300 of those children, 
ages 5 to 21, were cared by CASA volunteers. In 2019, 
CASA volunteers donated a total of 16,543 hours, 
averaging 1,380 hours per month collectively, and 
driving more than 128,737 miles. 



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

The Dan and Lillian King Foundation is a philanthropic, 
volunteer and grant making organization. Their mission 
is to advance education and instruct students in 
Monterey County on all aspects of the United States 
Constitution. It has accomplished this by supporting 
several educational programs, including the Constitution 
and Hamilton projects, Law Day, civic learning, and 
professional learning opportunities for teachers.

Dan and Lillian King Foundation
Steve Collins, Executive Director; Board Members: 
Ron Weitzman, Morley Brown, Marc DelPiero, Nancy 
Selfridge, Flora Anderson, Safwat Malek, Sharon 
Christensen, Margaret-Anne Coppernall, Richard Stillwell

Various programs and events supported by the 
Foundation, assist students to learn and analyze the 
political principles underlying the Constitution, gain a 
better understanding of the American political system, 
and what freedom meant to the nation’s founders. In 
2019, the Hamilton Project was created and invited 
all eighth-grade students in Monterey County to 
attend and experience the production Hamilton: An 
American Musical. Stephen Collins, Executive Director 
of the King Foundation stated, ”We are attempting 
to do something that may well never have been done 
anywhere else – assure that every 8th grader has a 
chance to learn about history and the Constitution 
through the magic of Hamilton”. 

Constitution Project supported by The Foundation 
include curriculum and materials that engage students in 
application of its principles through debate, role playing, 
and constitution-themed essay contests. The Foundation 
provides all funding, including filming videos of lesson 
plans, awarding scholarships to teachers and students, 
and providing free trips to Washington D.C. for students. 



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Deborah Trice has volunteered her time for more than 
20 years in various roles of advocacy to ensure that 
children in North Monterey County have what they need 
to be successful at school and beyond. To accomplish 
this, Deborah assists in fundraising, leads committees, 
and attends board meetings to share her input on 
decisions that impact children.

Deborah Trice

Deborah is an active volunteer at the Prunedale 
School, Parent Teacher Organization and assisted with 
fundraising activities and raised money for teacher 
supplies and school field trips.

Deborah is a leader in her community. She has served 
as the president of the School Site Council at Prunedale 
School for the past three years, and Treasure for 
Parent Teacher Organization for the past two years. In 
addition, twice a month she attends the district board 
meeting as a public member. She is also a member of 
the Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Advisory 
group. Over the past 20 years, she has served in various 
groups ranging from Little League, North County Bull 
Dogs Board, Athletic Boosters, and Parent Teacher 
Organization, School Site Council, and North Monterey 
County Unified School District.

Deborah is committed to advancing early care and 
education practices in North Monterey County and to 
give every child a chance to succeed in school and 
thrive in life. 



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Elva Bonilla, a high school student, has served her 
community in a variety of ways. Elva volunteered 
with Jacob's Heart Children's Cancer Support 
Services during the year and participated at United 
Way Monterey County’s Stuff the Bus school supply 
drive during summer. Elva was also very active in her 
community of Castroville where she volunteered in 
community events, including the Halloween Night and 
Thanksgiving dinner and events with a local church.

Elva Bonilla

She has been serving her community since she started 
in high school. She always does with a smile, kind 
heart and inspiring attitude. Elva’s volunteer spirit and 
enthusiasm have been contagious and inspired many 
other community members to volunteer. 

United Way Monterey County’s Stuff the Bus provides 
new school supplies to local students living in 
homeless conditions. In 2019, nearly 330 volunteers 
helped stuff 4,303 backpacks for those in need in 
Monterey County. Jacob’s Heart Children’s Cancer 
Support Services’ mission is to improve the quality of 
life for children with cancer and support their families in 
the challenges they face.



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Guadeloupe Perez displays value in culture and youth 
education within underserved communities. She 
donated her time to the students of The Village Project 
Inc. after recognizing that many were below age level 
for literacy and were not getting the needed support. 
Guadeloupe also noticed that the Spanish speaking 
parents of The Village Project Inc., needed assistance, 
so she attended meetings as a translator.

Guadeloupe Perez

Guadeloupe created individual plans for all the 
students, evaluated and reported students’ progress 
& accomplishments to parents and the Village Project 
Inc. staff. Thanks to Guadeloupe's dedication and 
volunteerism, the children have not only advanced their 
reading skills by jumping 3+ grade levels, they have also 
come to love reading and learning. She worked with 
and or tested over 30 students to improve their reading 
skills. Guadeloupe also helped several families with 
translating, which gave them a voice and helped them 
become more involved in their children's education.

Founded 11 years ago, The Village Project is dedicated 
to meeting the needs of the under-served community 
of Seaside. A big part of what they do is therapy for 
children and adults. The Village Project’s mission 
is to help our communities reach a greater state of 
well-being by delivering community defined, culturally 
congruent best practice services.



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

John Segovia and Cody Hughes, with a passion for 
working with youth and serving as a mentor and 
confidant to many at Silver Star Youth Program at 
Rancho Cielo, developed the curriculum for the “Hooked 
on Fishing Not Drugs Program”. Their passion for 
outdoor sports and fishing has sparked the interest of 
students and as a result, students developed a love for 
outdoors and fishing and often go hiking and fish on 
their own.

Hooked on Fishing Not Drugs
John Segovia and Cody Hughes

Caring staff and enrichment activities help turn 
students’ become disciplined, and improve their 
schoolwork. Some students arrive at Rancho Cielo with 
truancy or delinquency probation but by working with 
John and Cody and participating in outdoor activities, 
they achieve the title of a model student. Students 
admittedly attribute their success to the loving and 
attentive staff like John Segovia and Cody Hughes. 

Rancho Cielo is a comprehensive learning and social 
services center for underserved and disconnected 
youth in Monterey County. Rancho Cielo empowers 
participants to become accountable, competent, 
productive, and responsible citizens, through education, 
job training and individualized counseling. Participants 
learn how to make good choices—choices for the 
future, choices to stay out of trouble, choices to be 
productive and to become positive role models. Rancho 
Cielo’s work reaches much further than those who 
enroll in our programs; it also touches participants’ 
families who witness their accomplishments and new-
found dedication. 



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Since 2019, Jake has volunteered with the Carmel Valley 
Cub Scouts demonstrating leadership, teamwork, and 
respect, setting a superb example for both children and 
parents. He has single-handedly led Carmel Valley Cub 
Scouts. His volunteerism has gone above expectations 
as he created opportunities to include camping trips 
and other community service activities, purchasing 

Jake Speidel

materials, organizing storage units, meetings and 
collaborating with other community organizations. Jake 
spearheads the annual Christmas food drive where he 
works together with the scouts to supply boxes of food 
to more than one hundred families. Additionally, he 
guided the Boy Scout policy changes, new requirements 
and web-based communication and tracking platforms. 

Jake has volunteered over 500 hours for Carmel Valley 
Cub Scouts, despite having a full-time job as an airline 
pilot and managing a small business.

Jake is also a loving husband and a father of three 
children. While he was leading the Carmel Valley Cub 
Scouts, Jake also helped his 14-year-old daughter 
become the youngest pilot to fly solo across the United 
States in a glider!



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Jean Salcido is a lifelong resident of the City of 
Gonzales. She supports families & youth to provide 
them with experiences she had missed growing up. 
Jean supports those who need it most and has enabled 
children and youth acquire life skills and knowledge.

Jean takes The Gonzales Way, principals of “Love, 
Care & Connect,” to heart daily. She is a peace builder, 
a beacon of light, lifting those caught in the gaps of 
society. She is dedicated to preventing homelessness, 
drug and alcohol addiction, unplanned teen 

Jean Salcido

pregnancies, and gang involvement. She demonstrates 
leadership through various programs she has founded 
and has taught the value of teamwork and respect by 
bringing the community together through following 
community programs:

Friendship Group, founded in 2011, is an “open home” 
meeting group where youth & family talk about drug & 
alcohol addiction, and mental health struggles. 

Gang, Drug & Alcohol Abuse Prevention Program, 
founded in 2014, youth and provides the opportunity 
for Gonzales High School & middle school students to 
attend the Boys & Girls Club of Monterey County Gang 
Prevention Summit. 

4 Cities 4 Peace Community Block party, founded 
in 2014, a collaboration with Gonzales faith-based 
organizations. This event provides access to 
counseling, mentorship, healthy eating resources, and it 
music and art. 

Gonzales Youth Guardians, founded in 2015, focuses 
primarily on at-risk youth, especially from single-parent 
households and families in need of financial resources.  



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Las Mamas are community-based parent advocates 
serving with the mantra of ‘Together is better’. They 
volunteer their efforts to educate parents and other 
community members about the importance of providing 
quality early care and education for our children. 

Las Mamas:  
Parent Community Advocates

Las Mamas advocates for investment in quality early 
care and education by tabling at community events, 
holding community conversations at schools and homes, 
serving as trained preschool enrollment ambassadors, 
speaking at public and townhall meetings, and inspiring 
others to be engaged, and increase their capacity as 
community leaders. To help increase their community 
outreach efforts, Las Mamas started new programs, 
including Community Leadership Capacity building for 
early childhood development, Preschool Enrollment 
Ambassadors, Alisal Preschool Informational Fair. 

The parent community advocate volunteer efforts 
touch children & families in North Monterey County. 
Their enthusiasm empowers people directly affected 
by enrollment gap. The group understands the 
importance of addressing the root cause, which is lack 
of funding, and continues to serve to find innovative and 
community-oriented solutions. 



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Maria Lopez, a passionate community volunteer and 
strong advocate of children & families, has served 
on the Monterey County of Education (MCOE) Early 
Learning Policy Council for the past four years. Maria 
attends monthly meetings, communicates the concerns 
and interests of the families, and participates as an 
active member in making decisions for the MCOE Early 
Learning program.

She has helped enhance the program and services 
and commits to a high level of accountably in her 

Maria Lopez

service. She took the lead in planning the Annual Family 
Literacy Fest, which helps 450 children and families by 
communicating the importance of preventive practices, 
safety, and public health.

Maria is an active member of other committees where 
she shares her knowledge, resources, and influence as 
an advocate for families. As a member of the Health 
Advisory Committee, she supports in identifying needs, 
generating solutions, and planning new initiatives.

Maria has received the following recognitions and awards:

• International Women’s Day Recognition, League of 
United Latin American Council, 2014 

• Outstanding Woman, Monterey County, 2007

• Outstanding Commitment to the Monterey County 
Health Department, 2006

• Service Above Self Award, San Andreas Regional 
Services, 2005

MCOE Early Learning Program serves over 730 
children between 3-5 years of age. Early Learning 
Program’s mission is to provide the highest quality 
early childhood education and comprehensive child 
and family services. 



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Mary Kelley Crnich volunteers at Everyone’s Harvest in 
Monterey County. Everyone’s Harvest’s mission is to 
provide access to healthy, affordable fruits and vegetables 
through certified farmers’ markets and community food 
programs all throughout Monterey County.

Mary Kelley Crnich

In 2019, Mary addressed the community need of child 
care and education by enthusiastically engaging with 
children at the Farmer’s Market events and educating 
them about food and nutrition. In her role, Mary 
always went above and beyond by creating unique, 
creative activities to encourage children interested in 
nutritious food. 

Mary always demonstrated her commitment to 
environmental sustainability by helping Everyone’s 
Harvest retool their programming to incorporate values 
of sustainability practices. 

Mary is committed to educating children about food 
and nutrition and helping to promote environmental 
sustainability in Monterey County. In 2019, Mary 
volunteered over 30 hours for Everyone’s Harvest.



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

Return of the Natives: 
Docents of Native Species (RON's DONS)
Helen Shamble, Betsy Levya, Molly Lewis, 
Shannon McMillan, Anna Stubler, Olivia Equinoa, 
Libby Foucht, Patty Kennedy, Linda Szkoropad, 
Mark Hollingsworth, Marya Maddox,  
Judy Brown Landreth, Linda Vela

The RON’s DONS provide delicate plant propagation 
work that enables Return of the Natives to bring 
thousands of children together to teach them how to 
plant native florae and restore habitats.

Each week, the volunteers transplants over 500 natives, 
seed thousands of seed trays, or prepare plants for 
the next step in the restoration process, out-planting! 
Collectively, they are instrumental in producing over 
15,000 native plants annually for out-planting at Return 
of the Natives’ (RON) sites on State Park dunes, Creeks 
of Salinas, Big Sur Land Trust’s Carr Lake restoration, 
and on the Ft. Ord National Monument. In addition 
to their regular weekly greenhouse activity, RON’s 
DONS members bring the work of RON to community 
groups where they also volunteer such as Citizens for 
Sustainable Seaside, Seaside Green Team, Carr Lake 
Visioning Committee.

RON’s DONS members are role models for our students 
as these students themselves are charged with going 
out into the community; and they teach practical 
building and repair skills to the students.



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

The Salinas Valley Dream Academy’s mission is to 
inspire, engage, and empower high school students 
to strive for higher education while becoming active 
participants and leaders in their community. The 
Academy has held its vision of “a community where 

Salinas Valley Dream Academy
Ruben Pizarro, Lorena Silva, Ernesto Vela, Herminia 
Cervantes, Celia Solorio, Ana Topete, Maria Parker, 
Timothy Miguel, Ivan Ibarra, Monica Silva, Oscar 
Ramos, Robyn Guzik, Luis Aguirre, Belen Aguirre 

youth are inspired to dream and empowered to act.” 
The Academy is an organic, grassroots, nonprofit 
organization operated 100 percent by volunteers. 

The Academy’s programs address needs for supporting 
Latino students to consider a post-high school 
education and career awareness. Over the past 10 
years the Salinas Valley Dream Academy has served 
over 1,000 students. Alumni attend amongst the most 
prestigious universities in the country, and current 
active students have established youth government 
organizations, served as student representatives on 
school boards, and founded school clubs. 

The Dream Academy has been recognized by several 
local media outlets. In 2016, the Salinas Valley Dream 
Academy was named the Nonprofit of the Year in 
education category by the Nonprofit Alliance of 
Monterey County. In 2016, volunteer Mr. Ruben Pizarro 
received the “Bending the Arc of Justice” award from 
the Monterey County Democrats. In 2019, Mr. Pizarro 
was selected as a KSBW Jefferson Award Winner and 
represented Monterey County in Washington D.C. for 
the National Jefferson Award Recognition.



EARLY CARE & EDUCATION

The sky is the limit! Sean D. Tucker founded the Bob 
Hoover Academy, a unique nonprofit organization that 
aims to create opportunities in aviation for the at-risk 
and low-income youth in the Salinas area. Bob Hoover 
Academy gives opportunities to youth who previously 
struggled in school, at home, with gang life or drugs. 
The academy’s mission is to help youth graduate 
from high school and build a self-sufficient future for 

Sean Tucker

themselves. The academy provides classes focused on 
core STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 
and Mathematics) principles and as students improve 
in the program, they take aviation ground school and 
flight lessons that lead to solo flights. 

Sean is the driving force for the Bob Hoover Academy. 
He volunteers his time and talent mentoring students, 
and provides all aviation resources, including a 
dedicated flight instructor, aircraft, fuel, and hangar 
facilities. Sean actively raises funds to pay for student 
flight lessons, and recently acquired a flight simulator. 
He takes kids all over the nation to airshows and 
provides them with exposure to various cities, the 
aviation industry, and the children are introduced to the 
many career opportunities in the aviation world.

In addition, Sean partnered with Monterey County Office 
of Education, Alternative Education Department, to 
create the SAFE Flight program. This program ensures 
each student receives a high school diploma, paid 
internship hours, regular sessions with health care 
professional, college, and career placement assistance 
and so much more.



HOUSING SOLUTIONS

The mission of the Veterans Transition Center is to 
house Veterans living in homeless conditions. The 
center helps them gain their economic self-sufficiency 
and improve living circumstances for Veterans. This 
is accomplished by the help and support of dedicated 
volunteers like Barbara Vantress.

Barbara Vantress

Barbara’s volunteerism serves the Veterans Transition 
Center in many ways. Barbara transformed the 
center’s 'clothing and donation closet' into a real-world 
department store for the veterans. With Barbara’s help, 
veterans have access to clothing, household items, 
and furniture. Identifying a need, she took the initiative 
to create a solution while engaging other volunteers, 
staff, and veterans. She continues to maintain the 
facility herself and in doing so, she has created a 
legacy of sustainable solutions for others to follow. Her 
leadership skills, teamwork and respect for others are 
commendable. She demonstrated this day after day 
through her community service.

Barbara volunteers almost daily on her project. At 
times, it is a full-time service for her. As a non-profit, the 
Veterans Transition Center would not be able to meet the 
needs of veterans without volunteers such as Barbara.



HOUSING SOLUTIONS

Bonnie Rose Fernandez recognized the need in the 
community for accessible affordable mental health 
services for low-income families and their children. 
She partnered with The Village Project in Seaside, 
started providing pro-bono counseling and therapy 
services with their clients. Additionally, she has 
supported the mission of The Village Project and 
contributed financially to help organization continue 
its impact. 

Bonnie Rose Fernandez

Bonnie’s services help families who are low-income, but 
it also helps the community by making families mentally 
and physically healthy. So far Bonnie has helped over 10 
families who have been clients of The Village Project. 
Despite working full time at her own practice, she 
volunteers every Monday at The Village Project. 

Founded 11 years ago, The Village Project is dedicated 
to meeting the needs of the under-served community 
of Seaside. A big part of what they do is therapy for 
children and adults. The Village Project’s mission 
is to help our communities reach a greater state of 
well-being by delivering community defined, culturally 
congruent best practice services.



HOUSING SOLUTIONS

Jack Jarvis gives his time by volunteering with 
Everyone’s Harvest in Monterey County. Everyone’s 
Harvest’s mission is to provide access to healthy, 
affordable fruits and vegetables through certified 
farmers’ markets and community food programs 
throughout Monterey County.

Jack Jarvis

Jack has been a committed volunteer and he serves 
to address the need of accessible nutritious food by 
rehabilitating general soil health. He enjoys working 
as a team, and always shares his expertise of organic 
growing methods with the garden staff. Always going 
above and beyond expectations, he connected the 
staff with local resources to ensure the health of 
the soil & crops. By enhancing the health of the soil, 
Everyone’s Harvest was able to provide community 
partners with fresh and organic produce. Jack also 
helped with outreach efforts and was able to secure a 
donation to build healthier soil in raised beds. 

Jack is committed to the community by tackling food 
injustices and helping to promote a healthier lifestyle 
for those living in Monterey. In 2019, Jack volunteered 
over 30 hours in the community garden.



HOUSING SOLUTIONS

Mario Coronado-Cartmell serves the community 
by volunteering at Everyone’s Harvest in Monterey 
County. Everyone’s Harvest’s mission is to provide 
access to healthy, affordable fruits and vegetables 
through certified farmers’ markets and community food 
programs all throughout Monterey County.

Mario Coronado-Cartmell

Mario addressed the housing issue by volunteering in 
the community garden to plant crops, maintain compost 
systems and expand upon the idea of “Food Justice.” 
Mario accomplished this by enthusiastically expanding 
his knowledge and understanding about the connection 
between growing food crops and food justice. 

While volunteering at the garden, Mario planted cover 
crops to prep raised beds for the next season ensuring 
a productive garden. He also maintained the community 
compost pile to create resources for the clients.

Mario is committed to the community by tackling food 
injustices and helping to promote a healthier lifestyle 
in Monterey County. In 2019, Mario volunteered over 30 
hours in the community garden.



HOUSING SOLUTIONS

Martha’s Kitchen, located in Santa Clara County, 
delivers free, hot, and nutritious meals to two homeless 
shelters in Salinas, Dorothy’s Place and First Methodist 
Church. Overall, the organization helps feed over 100 
people per week in Salinas.

Martha's Kitchen

Martha’s Kitchen serves as a soup kitchen, a central 
kitchen that prepares meals for other sites, and as a 
clearing house of produce, meat, poultry, frozen and 
baked goods collected by volunteers from grocery 
stores and produce markets. These items are sorted, 
and the usable goods are kept for meal preparation, and 
any surplus are shared with partner agencies.

Dorothy’s Place, a ministry of the Franciscan Worker, 
provides those living in homeless conditions with shower, 
counseling opportunities, and free, nutritious meals. 

First Methodist Church offers a weekday hot lunch; day 
room with television, telephones, and internet; a mobile 
health clinic, mental health services, literacy training; 
and distribution of clothes, food, or household items.



HOUSING SOLUTIONS

They Are One started an after-school program & 
led volunteer teachers to assist children with their 
homework at the Salinas Winter Warming Shelter. Next, 
they started a community drive for supplies such as 
blankets, hygiene products, backpacks, and school 
supplies for the children. They planned activities 

They Are One 
Kristy Nunes, Jackie Scott, Michelle Chisum,  
Angie McGrew, Kristine Abbott, Ginger Steiner, 
and Brenda Tollefson

by taking the children to ride horses on River Road, 
sending them to YMCA summer camp, and they also 
provided holiday celebrations throughout the year.

The group "stands out as shining stars" committed to 
making a difference in our community. The volunteers 
have dedicated hundreds of hours in 2019. The group’s 
ideas have had a positive impact on families living in 
homeless conditions. Their dedication has inspired 
other high school students to volunteer.

They Are One also volunteer their time and resources at 
the homeless shelter at First Methodist church where 
they serve meals. 

Community Homeless Solutions has been serving 
Monterey County since 1978 and is the County’s 
largest provider of homeless transitional housing and 
emergency shelter beds, including shelter for women 
and children fleeing domestic violence. The agency 
believes that support services and counseling, coupled 
with being housed in a safe environment, are vital to 
helping individuals and families make the progression 
to stable and independent living.



HOUSING SOLUTIONS

William A. Silva is a fourth generation Monterey County 
resident with robust experiences in real estate, housing 
construction and development. He currently serves as 
a member of the Planning Commission for the City of 
Seaside and United Way Monterey County’s Accessory 
Dwelling Unit Advisory Committee.

William Silva

William approaches the housing challenges in Monterey 
County from an innovative lens. Through his dedication 
and expertise to the Seaside Planning Commission 
and United Way's Accessory Dwelling Unit Advisory 
Committee, William aided the community in finding 
creative housing solutions, including investigating 
the benefits of the Accessory Dwelling Units. In 
support of this, in his personal time, he converted a 
single-family home into a house with an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit, which essentially served as a duplex and 
accommodated twice as many people.

William is the sole owner and the Managing Broker 
of Legacy Real Estate Group, Inc., and serves the 
President and owner of Woodman Development 
Company, Inc. Since 1994, William has been directly 
involved in the planning and development of more than 
3,000 residential units in Monterey County. He has also 
developed retail shopping centers and commercial 
office buildings. He currently focuses on land use, 
development, and entitlement consulting.



ASSET BUILDING

Loaves, Fishes & Computers volunteers support the 
organization’s mission of providing low-cost or no-cost 
computer systems to those in need across Monterey 
County. Each volunteer brings a unique technical 
expertise to the table and help the organization 
maintain its success and vision.

Loaves, Fishes & Computers

Loaves, Fishes & Computers’ mission, a Salinas-
based nonprofit organization, is to provide low-cost 
or no-cost computer systems, technology assistance 
and computer repair to low-income families, seniors, 
veterans, people with disabilities and other nonprofits. 
The organization has been recognized with multiple 
awards throughout the years, such as the 2020 
Certificate of Recognition by the County of Monterey 
Board of Supervisors; 2020 Community Partner of 
the Year by CHISPA; 2016 Community Service Award 
by United Way Monterey County; and 2014 Monterey 
County Non-Profit of The Year by Union Bank & KSBW. 



ASSET BUILDING

Anthony “Smiley” Aiello is the e-waste transporter, 
moving the unusable and unfixable equipment to the 
recycling center. 

Barry Groves fixes printers. He also created a 
resourceful system to supply & sell ink resulting in 
savings for the organization. 

Art, Sam, and Santos, operating as part of the ‘Burn-
in’ team, ensure that the computers are ready for use 
before selling to the public. 

Neva Yeh volunteers to refurbish  technical devices 
and informs the community of low-cost internet 
opportunities in Monterey County.  

Brandon Avery and Jessica Simone are part of the 
‘Repair’ team and teach other volunteers the skill sets 
needed to repair computers.  

Steve Harner refurbishes Chromebook computers and 
supports digital literacy workshops. 

Meet the Team



ASSET BUILDING

Ulysses Vega refurbishes computers and operates 
the internal networking system, that allowes the 
organization’s server to run smoothly. 

John Bean and Deianira “Dei” Ow-Bearing serve as 
the video production team and create interviews and 
informational videos to communicate the organization’s  
impact  in Monterey County. 



ASSET BUILDING

George Jones has been a committed volunteer 
participating at United Way Monterey County’s (UWMC) 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) service. The 
program offers free tax help to people who generally 
make $56,000 or less. IRS-certified volunteers provide 
free income tax return preparation with electronic filing. 
During the tax season, UWMC operates nearly 10 VITA 
sites throughout the county. 

George Jones

In 2019, George volunteered as a Site Coordinator at 
two VITA sites and served as an Advanced Tax Preparer 
and Quality Reviewer at the other sites. As a volunteer 
in three different roles, George was involved in almost 
every step of the tax preparation process.

George, as a Site Coordinator, successfully organized 
and supervised a team of volunteers to ensure 
seamless logistics, superior quality control and 
excellent customer service. He volunteered during the 
entire tax season, from February through “Tax Day”. 

George is certified in Advanced Tax Law. As an 
Advanced Tax Preparer and Quality Reviewer, his 
contribution was vital because he can assist with any tax 
returns, including the complex ones, therefore making 
the free tax preparation sites run in a timely manner. 

In 2019, 124 IRS-trained UWMC volunteers dedicated a 
total of 7,337 hours receiving tax training and helping 
Monterey County residents file returns and get refunds. 
1,435 tax returns were filed, and George was a large 
contributor in making that happen. 
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Becoming an U.S. citizen is a complicated process 
and there is a strong need for access to affordable 
citizenship preparation services, particularly for older 
community members. Maria recognized this need and 
started giving back to her community soon after getting 
her U.S. Citizenship. 

Maria leads the Spanish-language citizenship 
preparation classes. Due to increase in attendance, she 
recruited other program graduates and restructured 
the class and curriculum, which led to more efficient 
learning environment for the participants. 

Maria Berrospe

Since the naturalization process became paperless, 
seniors in the community have been challenged with 
navigating the new system. In response, Maria started 
‘Beginning Digital Literacy’ classes and incorporated an 
iPad in lessons to help participants with the technology 
being used during citizenship interviews. 

Salinas Public Library Literacy Center’s Citizenship 
Program provides volunteer-led English and Spanish 
language preparation, including direct instruction, 
referrals to specialist resources, and mock interviews. 
Despite her family and personal responsibilities, Maria 
remained dedicated to her commitment to the program 
and classes.

Maria's volunteer service reaches beyond citizenship 
preparation as her innovative method of teaching 
helps participants build lifelong learning habits and 
encourages them to be more confident. Additionally, 
Maria has given the senior community members a safe 
space to support each other, build social connections 
and focus on their goals.
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Tabitha, Rachel, Marieke recognized the need in the 
community for a young professional development 
group and founded the Monterey Peninsula Young 
Professionals (MPYP) in March 2019. 

Monterey Peninsula Young 
Professional Founders
Tabitha Cook, Marieke Desmond, 
Rachel Shimabukuro

Getting a new young professional group off the ground 
is a monumental task. MPYP created something 
innovative and made immense connections & growth 
within the community. In a short time, they managed 
to recruit 600 members, develop numerous activities, 
provided engaging opportunities and networking 
through social, professional, educational events, 
community involvement, and volunteer opportunities. 
They help the community by creating necessity kits for 
the homeless, organizing clothing drives, beach cleanup 
events, fundraisers, and youth mentorship programs. 
Each event has between 20 to 100 young professionals. 

The Monterey Peninsula Young Professionals is a 
group of 21–40-year old’s committed to networking, 
professional development, and community outreach 
under the umbrella of the Monterey Peninsula Chamber 
of Commerce. As a sub-committee of the Monterey 
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce, MPYP hosts mixers 
and networking events to strengthen relationships 
between young professionals and local businesses 
throughout Monterey County.
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The Super Six is composed of volunteer mediators and 
board members of Restorative Justice Partners, Inc. 
(RJP, Inc.). RJP, Inc. brings victims, offenders, families, 
and other key stakeholders together in a restorative 
justice process to help offenders understand the 
implications of their actions and provide the victim a 
voice in the restitution. Restorative processes, which 

Super Six
Jennifer Butz, Charles DaSilva, Florence Gilliam,  
Christine Kregg, Guillermo Hernandez, Caroline Diaz

fosters dialogue between the offenders and victims, 
show the highest rates of victim satisfaction, true 
accountability by the offender, and reduced recidivism.

Mediators of the Super Six, support juvenile offenders 
in gaining empathy and accountability; ensures victims 
are heard, feel safe and as a valued member of society. 
Juvenile offenders that go through mediation are 89% 
more likely to not repeating the offense, because of the 
service of mediators of the Super Six. 

Members of Super Six advocate to have adequate 
resources to advance RJP's mission by engaging a 
diverse number of stakeholders and funders. In 2019, 
RJP had an all-time high in donation through the 
Annual Appeal and MC Gives Campaign. This is all 
because of Super Six’s efforts to go above and beyond 
to support Monterey County's communities. 

The volunteer mediators take restorative justice training 
in addition to working on six to nine cases each year. 
Moreover, the board members of the Super Six meet 
two to four times a month. 



YOUTH VOLUNTEERS

Jesus Leyva is a high school student who volunteers 
at the Eden Housing Expanded Learning Program. He 
contributes to youth’s education by helping them with 
their homework and engaging in fun activities. Jesus 
is always very friendly, easy going, and reliable. He 
inspires others to volunteer in their communities. 

Jesus Leyva

Jesus helped start the online program called I-Ready, 
which has helped youth participants improve their 
spelling, reading, and critical thinking skills. His 
volunteering has helped of over 20 teenagers. He 
volunteers four hours a week.

Eden Housing Resident Services year-round expanded 
learning, summer, and enrichment programs to provide 
a safe and supportive environment for elementary aged 
youth to learn and lead right where they live. Programs 
focus on improving educational outcomes for youth 
by offering programs that promote college and career 
readiness, leadership skills, diversity and inclusion, 
social-emotional development, and family engagement. 
Families are offered support and training on how to 
advocate for their children in school and how they can 
be engaged in their child’s educational development.
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Megan has been serving her community for a long 
time. She has volunteered with early learners across 
Monterey Peninsula for the last six years as a youth 
mentor, peer, and leader. She has assisted with United 
Way's Stuff the Bus school supply drive and annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. event. 

Megan Miller

Megan's commitment to her school and community is 
well recognized around Pacific Grove High School. She 
is known for her "can-do" attitude and her willingness 
to help her peers with. Moreover, she not only helps 
raise money for events for her senior class, but also 
helps her underclassman raise funds. Megan’s efforts 
set a precedent for future seniors to "give back" to their 
underclassmen.

Megan also volunteers alongside her sports medicine 
teacher at sporting events, encouraging, and inspiring 
her classmates. This volunteering effort opened doors 
to volunteer at Peninsula Wellness Center, a physical 
therapy office, and a local doctor's office.

Megan has also volunteered during her spring break as 
a youth leader and counselor for a 6th grade Science 
Camp, and volunteers during her summer vacation at 
the Annual Feast of Lanterns Festival in Pacific Grove.

Megan has gone above and beyond, clocking in nearly 
500 volunteer hours in her 3 1/2 years in high school. 
In 2019 alone, Megan volunteered around 150 hours in 
her community. 
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Michelle Aviles, a high school student, volunteers at the 
Eden Housing Expanded Learning Program and helps 
improve youth’s education by supporting them with 
their homework and engaging in fun activities. She also 
participates at community events and always goes the 
extra mile to provide support wherever needed.

Michelle Aviles

Michelle’s volunteerism involves effective and 
supportive communication. She believes in leadership 
and teamwork and demonstrates it by always having 
a positive attitude. She is known for taking initiative. 
Michelle helped start the online program called I-Ready, 
which has helped youth participants improve their 
spelling, reading, and critical thinking skills. 

Michelle helps with a youth participation of over 20 
teenagers. She volunteers for four hours a week. 

Eden Housing Resident Services year-round expanded 
learning, summer, and enrichment programs to provide 
a safe and supportive environment for elementary aged 
youth to learn and lead right where they live. Programs 
focus on improving educational outcomes for youth 
by offering programs that promote college and career 
readiness, leadership skills, diversity and inclusion, 
social-emotional development, and family engagement. 
Families are offered support and training on how to 
advocate for their children in school and how they can 
be engaged in their child’s educational development.



YOUTH VOLUNTEERS

Irene Aviles, a high school student, volunteers at the 
Eden Housing After School Program for the Comphora 
community on a weekly basis. She helps over 20 
youth participants with their homework and leads with 
educational and fun activities. 

Irene also helped create I-Ready, an online program that 
helps youth participants improve their spelling, reading, 
and critical thinking skills. 

Irene Aviles

Irene’s communication skills show great leadership 
and serves as a role model for her community. She is 
a dedicated team player, helps with events and always 
goes the extra mile to ensure that the events are 
executed correctly and benefit the community. 

Eden Housing Resident Services year-round expanded 
learning, summer, and enrichment programs to provide 
a safe and supportive environment for elementary aged 
youth to learn and lead right where they live.  Programs 
focus on improving educational outcomes for youth 
by offering programs that promote college and career 
readiness, leadership skills, diversity and inclusion, 
social-emotional development, and family engagement. 
Families are offered support and training on how to 
advocate for their children in school and how they can 
be engaged in their child’s educational development.
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